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one is completely hidden inside the 
frame). A little software keeps supervising 
the temperature, which remains surprisin-
gly low in normal use, in the event of 
overheating it would stop the server, for 
example if it was wrongly set on a 
powerful amp or at the bottom of a closed 
cupboard. 

This server is very easy to use. The 
distributor or manufacturer provide a 
systematic setup and training process for 
the customer, during which everything is 
fit, connected, programmed, explained, 
shown and tested. From this moment, 
just press the On button on the front, and 
the device starts as simple as a CD 
player. The computer begins its routines, 

and after a few seconds, the screen 
displays a beautiful user interface (see 
photos) to offer the choice for the music 
selection  (artist, albums, titles, playback 
lists, etc). The user has access to many 

possible displays – amongst them also a 
Windows like file tree – and can also take 
control with the supplied remote control.

I have been lucky enough to hear, a few 
months ago, together with the creator, a 
previous version of the SDV, which was at 
this time made of three separate cases. 
The listening has been of an outstanding 
musicality. However, the device has 
progressed a lot ever since, thanks to the 
passion and intellectual intransigence that 
characterise Francis Chaillet. He is a 
graduate of Louis-Lumiere School, a 
school specializing in the training of 
sound, cinema and photography profes-
sionals. At this time, no one would have 

said he'd become a audio High End 
manufacturer. At the end of his military 
service at the cinématographic depart-
ment of defense, he chose to remain 
there as a civilian and took the opportunity 

to work in a sound studio. Being fond of 
computing, image and sound, he later 
decided to set up his own company 
specializing in audio-visual, communica-
tions and internet. Also passionately fond 
of analogue tubes and sound, he decided 
to start the design of a dedicated music 
server, able to reproduce the emotion of 
an interpretation, just like the big 
reference analogue systems could. He 
was not totally satisfied by his first attempt 
(Version 1), but went soon on to version 2. 
As he considered that the quality advance 
of the musical level still did not satisfy 
him, he then decided to develop the 
version 3, which at this time is absolutely 
accomplished, and the subject of this 
review.

Tones : The listening tests were organized 
in two steps. The first one consisted in 
understand the device and how to use it,
  which is rather simple, even if the first 
      gestures were quite uncertain and 
        hesitating. After a few tracks, 
      everything went much clearer and 
   intuitive, despite of the persistence of a 
few old instincts. I, being used to the 
manipulation of computer keyboards, have 
    instinctively chosen the latter with the 
       computer-like display (file list and 
       menu bar) rather than the use of the 
     touch screen, however sparkling, 
     illustrated and well informed in a clever 
       way it is, or the remote control which 
          is rather classical to use. People are 
            people… We heard different file 
            formats stored on SSD drives, from 
         ripped 44,1 kHz 16 bit CD resampled 
           in 32 bits and 192 Khz to Master 
Studio type files downloaded in native 24 
bit and 192 kHz. The server needs to heat 
up a little to reveal all the qualities of the 
embarked technology, but even cold at the 
start, the sound is immediately full, 
especially in terms of analysis and tasty 
perception of tones. The supreme silence 
while operating makes the reading of the 

The converter comes between the PC mother board at the top and the power supplies 
below. Minimum interferences between the levels, shortest path of the audio flow.
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quality that anyone could legitimately 
expect from an audio device, especially in 
the very top-market. All the frequency 
registers are analysed without any 
coloration, especially high and extremely 
high frequencies, which softness, natural, 
energy and harmonic range sponta-
neously remind of an analogue source... 
The SDV3-S enhances the philosophy, 
emotion, intensity of each interpretation, 
without exaggerating. The tonal balance 
is masterful, the audible band seems very 
wide (and this is especially audible with 
the Answer loudspeaker, by the same 
manufacturer, as they can correspond to 
the server performance). With or without 
gain, the sound crunched with 32 bits and 
384 kHz still appears as straight after it's 
regenerated. This is remarkable.

 
An outstanding device deserved an 
outstanding review. The AudioNec 
SDV3-S server writes a brand new page 
of the big book of high fidelity. The 
(almost) concession less approach of the 
designer for this model has achieved a 
fantastic machine, more able than any 
other existing to date, to read in a 
comprehensive and personified manner 
every bit of information included in an 
audio file. Rather disconcerting at first, the 
use of the server quickly becomes funny 
and simple. The operating power of this 
system, able to upsample up to 384 kHz 
on 32 bits, enables you to have a new 
deep vision into your now virtual record 
collection. The high price is justified by 
the multiple possibilities of the device, 
result of a complex design, which required 
many years of research. In conclusion, it 
is a firework of musicality that only needs 
to be partnered with components of the 
same sound calibre. 
Congratulations Mr. Chaillet!

VERDICT

SYSTEM IN USE
Electronics :
FM Acoustics F30B
Cables : 
Stealth Hybrid MLT V10 (HP)
Stealth Metacarbon (M)
Speakers : 
Pierre-Etienne Léon Maestral
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sound message in the minor details very 
intense. The usual tracks of Patricia 
Barber Companion CD that we use as a 
reference bloom with a complement of 
accuracy and harmonic content. Low and 
extremely low notes ask for more, and are 
only limited in their expressiveness 
(impact, articulation, power, thickness) by 
the downstream system, loudspeakers in 
this case, if the amplifier follows. The 
balance between the very neutral 
midrange and very immediate, finely 
chiselled treble is just delicious. The tonal 
correctness still rise a cut higher, or 
maybe even two, after a few hours in use, 
to easily compete with the best we've 
heard to date. By “best”, I mean very high 
category CD drives that we had listened 
to, because the few servers that we 
auditioned so far remained at the back of 
the group in terms of tone quality and 
transparency.
Dynamics: This criteria is one of the 
numerous reasons why the SDV3-S is 
once again a long way ahead. The digital 
treatment developed by AudioNec, 
associated with a DAC level among the 
two or three best on Earth and no 
damping analogue output stage seems to 
represent a absolutely free and transpa-
rent path for the audio signal. And this can 
be heard on the attack, sustain and decay 
of every note. Once more, the playback 

signature of the system integrating this 
server will only depend on the links to 
which it is associated. The more they are 
neutral and powerful, the more the system 
will develop a really shivering musicality. 
The piano (like JT track, Patricia Barber), 
resounds with a staggering energy and 
speed, each time the musician hits a key, 
followed by its attendant cord vibrations, 
widely modulated, in an decay that seems 
to last even longer than we ever heard.
Image: Whichever track you're listening, 
the AudioNec server reproduces the 
space perspective of the track during the 
listening with a real acuity and absolutely 
no own signature. All features of the 
recording seem to be perfectly 
reproduced. The notions of background 
(concert hall, recording studio, live 
recording, etc) and atmosphere (hushed, 
light, compressed by the sound 
engineer...) take an almost full-scale 
meaning. Moreover, the quality of sound 
recording is inevitably revealed, good or 
bad, nothing is added. The sound stage 
and stereo image take the dimensions 
that the original material includes, which 
means that you're almost in Heaven when 
the score is exceptionally well  captured 
and digitised with a calligraphic focus of 
sound sources and an invigorating 
freedom, and then you come back to 
Earth, with more standard recordings. The 
SDV3-S does not boost the system 
artificially. It does not create any kind of 
holographic landscape designed to give 
false impressions to anybody, but it is 
incredibly rigorous and neutral in its 
musical presentation, always legible, 
jointed and substantial.
Transparency: It is probably the most 
characteristically word for this absolutely 
unique server. And maybe is it the major 

The «Dig Out » is used to lead the digital signal to the processor of the AudioNec 
Answer Active Speaker when they are used.


